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Substance Use is Ancient and
Associated with Women




Addiction is Modern,
an (side) effect of
Modernity, Initially
associated with
Women

William Hogarth’s Gin Lane 1751






The Origin of the Modern Concept of Addiction
and the Establishment of Medical Authority
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In so-called drug stores in New York’s Tenderloin the chief business, the year around, is the sale of
morphine and other drugs to the more than 10,000 unfortunate women, slaves of the habit

LES MORPHINEES

(Tableau de M. Moreau de Tours)
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INVENTING THE

A D D I C Drugs, Race, and Sexuality in

Nineteenth-Century British and
American Literature

Susan Zieger

Women, Wealth, Consumerism,
Alienation, Drugs, and Suffering

“Women moved from the role of long-
suffering drunkard’s wife into the
discursive locus of a frightening modern
self-reflection”

“Morphine had become a powerful
symbol of the dilemmas over women’s
roles and of this ambiguous meaning of
their freedom”
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Addiction: 19t to 20t Century

19t Century 20t Century
Medical Criminal Legal
and
Public Health
Women Men
White Non-White
Upper SES Lower SES
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Gender (and Power)

SIMONE
DE BEAUVOIR

“One is not born but becomes a
woman”

JUDITH BUTLER

Gender “performative”,
reproduced (and changed)
through speaking and doing

Cathanne A. MacKmon

Feminism
Unmodified

Discourses on
Life and Law

“It s pussionate, brillzee . .
MacKinnon offers a systemans
ind persamive penpective
1 BSOS TN are ConeT
wt only 1o feminem
bue to social theory in general.
Alson M ;'.,L' 3

New Yok Times

Bovk Revwew

Gender “a system of social
hierarchy and imposed inequality
of power”






You can't set her free.
But you can help her
feel less anxious.

NOW SHE
CAN COOK
BREAKFAST
AGAIN
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Addiction and Addiction
Medicine, 20" Century




Addiction Medicine emerges from the work of Women







Gender and Drugs in the Late 20t Century:
Stereotype and Structure Unchanged

[ELIZABETH ETTORRE|

WOMEN|AND

Gender, Drug Policy, and Social Justice

UsingWWomen

IN SOCIETY
inist List edited by

*}0 Campling




M) Check for updates
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Structural Sexism and
Health in the United States:
A New Perspective on Health
Inequality and the Gender
System

Patricia Homan®

Abstract

In this article, I build a new line of health inequality research that parallels the emerging
structural racism literature. I develop theory and measurement for the concept of structural
sexism and examine its relationship to health outcomes. Consistent with contemporary
theories of gender as a multilevel social system, I conceptualize and measure structural sexism
a

" If sexism served no

worse physical functioning. Among men, macro-level structural sexism is also associated
with worse health. However, greater meso-level structural sexism is associated with better
health among men. At the micro level, internalized sexism is not related to physical health
among either women or men. | close by outlining how future research on gender inequality
and health can be furthered using a structural sexism perspective.

Keywords

structural sexism, gender, inequality, health

“Gender is an institutionalized system of
social practices for constituting people as
two significantly different categories, men
and women, and organizing social relations
of inequality on the basis of that difference.”
— Ridgeway and Correll (2004:510)

ways (Berkman, Kawachi, and Glymour
2014). Much of our current understanding of
how social systems of inequality shape health
is based on three broad strands of research:

“Florida State University
Social inequality in the United States is sick-
ening. Literally. Individuals® positions in
social hierarchies as defined by race, class,
gender, and other axes of inequality can influ-
ence their health and longevity in powerful
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Measures of Racism, Sexism,
Heterosexism, and Gender
Jinarism for Health Equity
Research: From Structural
[njustice to Embodied
Harm—An Ecosocial Analysis

Nancy Krieger
of Public Health,
sph_harvard edu

gender identity, health equity, heterosexism, racism, sexism, structural
injustice

Abstract

Racism. Sexism. Heterosexism. Gender binarism. Together, they comprise
intimately harmful, distinct, and entangled societal systems of self-serving
domination and privilege that structure the embodiment of health inequities.
Guided by the ecosocial theory of disease distribution, I synthesize key fea-
tures of the specified “isms” and provide a measurement schema, informed
by research from both the Global North and the Global South. Metrics
discussed include () structural, including explicit rules and laws, nonex-
plicit rules and laws, and area-based or insdmutional nonrule measures; and
(#) individual-level (exposures and internalized) measures, including explicit
self-report, implicit, and experimental. Recommendations include (a) ex-
panding the use of structural measures to extend beyond the current primary
emphasis on psychosocial individual-level measures; (#) analyzing exposure
in relation to both life course and historical generation; (¢) developing mea-
sures of anti-isms; and (d) developing terresirially grounded measures that
can reveal links between the structural drivers of unjust isms and their twoll
on environmental degradation, climate change, and health inequities.



Addiction and the Current Opioid Crisis:
What happened to Gender?

19t Century 20t Century 215t Century
Medical Criminal Legal Medical
and and
Public Health Public Health
vwomen Men Universalizing
White Non-White Language — of
Upper SES Lower SES Sameness, of

Whiteness
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Return to the Bedside



What are

Women?




“Objectivity” and the Scientific Subject

Arrows point to the anterior cingulate area, which is activated
(vellow) in cocaine-addicted patients (left) but not in healthy The striatum of the healthy control (left) is largely red, indicating
volunteers (right) (Wexler et al., 2001). the highest level of receptor availability, while that of the cocaine
abuser has little red.

Fowler, “Imaging the addicted human brain”
2007



We are asking the
wrong questions



Why addiction becomes us?



Why addiction becomes us?

Explore the practice of medicine as radical, as transforming rather than reproducing norms
* Rethink equality NOT as a project of sameness or difference

* Imagine life after patriarchy

* Listen to and learn from women who use drugs, their lived experiences, their embodied
knowledge, and that of providers who are women; explore disparate academic fields, get
uncomfortable with feminist philosophy and queer theory to ask better questions, to provide
better care



Thank you

Mishka Terplan
@Do_Less Harm
mterplan@friendsresearch.org




